changes to funding formul a for p-12 and/or higher education New Mexico's 53 rd Regular and Special Legislative sessions proposed, and passed, several bills that affected education in the state. Among these was Senate Bill 30 that would make changes to the New Mexico Public Education Department's public school funding formula. SB 30 would result in a decrease in the number of program units each charter school and school district receives. The new budget of charter schools would be based on the projected number of program units generated by the school using the instructional staff training, experience index, and teacher cost index of the school district in which the school is geographically located. Senate Bill 114 (House Bill 7) is a solvency measure that limits district operational fund expenditures to those districts with cash balances of greater than three percent of its fiscal year 2016 program cost. House Bill 477 is a curriculum bill that requires community schools to include evidence based school models that improve academic outcomes. This includes increases in attendance and student behavioral management. Senate Bill 181 allows the higher education department of New Mexico to receive priority over tax refund interception in cases where tax refunds are used for debt claims. Senate Bill 197 would provide fiscal relief for those minority doctoral recipients who teach in post-secondary institutions in New Mexico. Mexico's funding of public education is inadequate. The lawsuit claims New Mexico has fundamentally failed to support the Indian Education Act, the Hispanic Education Act, and the Bilingual Multicultural Education Act by limiting the amount of educational funding and programming available to marginalized and minority students. This litigation stems from original arguments asserting that both the funding formula, and the state's funding capacity for education fail to effectively fund those underprivileged, minority students in the New Mexico public education system. The lawsuit asserts that New Mexico is denying these students their constitutional right to educational access, non-transparent school accountability, and teacher quality sorting. Finally, the lawsuit claims New Mexico continues to limit educational access to English language learners through both fiscal and pedagogical policy.
